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Agenda
▪Public Opinion

▪Media

▪Weather/Impacts

▪Climate Movement, the Pope, Paris



Public Opinion

▪Gallup Polls

▪Quinnipiac University Polls

▪Yale Program on Climate Change 
Communications



US Concern About Global Warming



Percent Who Worry a Great Deal



Belief about Effects of Global Warming



View on the Cause of Global Warming



Belief of How Serious a Threat GW Is



Americans Want More Renewables



Partisan Gap Widens on Worries About GW



U.S. to Remain in Paris Accord



Level of Concern 2015-2017



Global Warming Caused by Human Activity



Will You Be Personally Impacted?



Yale’s “Global Warming’s Six Americas” 

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/6-Americas-Cartoons-Slide-1.png


Yale’s Six Americas 2014-2017



The Alarmed (The Convinced) 

▪ “They are very certain global warming is occurring, 
understand that it is human-caused and harmful

▪ Strongly support societal action to reduce the threat.  

▪ They discuss the issue more often, seek more 
information about it, and are more likely to act as 
global warming opinion leaders than other segments.  

▪ They are the most likely of the six groups to have 
engaged in political activism on the issue, although 
only about a quarter have done so.”



“The Concerned”

▪ Concerned about global warming but not active on the 
issue, and might be unconvinced we can solve the 
climate crisis.  

▪ From Six Americas:  “moderately certain that global 
warming is occurring, harmful and human - caused; 

▪ . . .View global warming as a threat to other nations and 
future generations, but not as a personal threat or a 
threat to their community. 

▪ They support societal action on climate change, but are 
unlikely to have engaged in political action.”

▪ The largest audience segment is the Concerned (29% 
nationally)



Yale’s Six Americas Segments



QUESTION US WA OR

Believe Global warming is happening 63 68 67
Believe mostly human-caused 48 51 51
Understand scientific consensus 41 47 47

Worried about GW 52 58 57
Believe causing harm now or within 10 yrs 42 45 44
Believe will harm me personally 34 37 36
Believe will harm people in US 51 55 54
Believe will harm people in developing countries 52 58 57
Believe will harm future generations 61 68 67

Support Funding Research into Renewable Energy 77 79 78
Support Regulating CO2 as pollutant 74 78 78
Support Setting Strict Limits on Existing Coal Plant 

Emissions

63 69 69

Support Requiring Utilities get 20% from renewables 61 65 64
Support C Tax if Refunded to Households 44 44 44

2014 Yale Data—WA, OR, Nation



Americans Who Think GW is Happening



Support for Funding Research on Renewables



Favor Regulating Carbon as a Pollutant



What’s Holding Us Back?



Fossil Fuel Industry Thwarts Progress



Inhofe’s Snowball & Trump’s Tweet

February 22, 2018

February 26, 2015 December 28, 2017



Media



Broadcast News 



Total Coverage of Climate Change 



Other Findings from Media Matters
▪ ABC, CBS, NBC, And Fox Failed To Discuss Climate-

Related Ramifications Of A Clinton Or Trump Presidency 
Until After The Election. 

▪ Tyndall Report: No climate coverage in 2016 until 
October 25,

▪ Not one single segment on link to national security

▪ PBS only network to address economic impacts of CC

▪ Rarely address climate change impacts public health

▪ Nieman: Five largest newspapers coverage decreased 
from ave. 400 stories a month 2007 to less than half 
2012; 300 a month 2016-2018



But It’s Not Working Anymore



Bloomberg Businessweek after Sandy



"You won't find [climate change skeptics] on the fire line in 
the American West anymore.“

Tom Boatner, Chief Fire Operations, BLM July 2013



Here.  Now.



Once the canary in the coal mine
Now it is the oyster in the ocean



Weather/Impacts  
Linked to 
Urgency



Climate Movement



Fossil Fuel Resistance - Grassroots Uprising
▪ Key turning point

✓ Enormous skepticism at the start, but many fossil fuel 
projects now defeated and withdrawn

✓ Moratorium on coal leasing; big regional federal shifts

▪ Keep it in the Ground/Break Free Momentum
✓ Fighting natural gas, oil by rail, coal terminals—a  lot to resist 

and a lot of momentum

▪ Broad-based Resistance 
✓ Tribes, Communities of Color, youth, labor
✓ Many local businesses, elected officials, health professionals, 

other constituencies self-organizing



Kids Can Sue Over Climate Negligence, Judge Says



“It’s not a right and 
left issue.  It’s a right 
and wrong issue.”

A Moral Awakening



Paris Agreement



"The riskiest decision a business person can make is to do 
nothing."

Businesses stepping up 
to support state and 
regional climate action

• http://www.ceres.org/declaration/sign/washingt
on-business-climate-declaration

http://www.ceres.org/declaration/sign/washington-business-climate-declaration


U.S. of Action



Thank you

Eileen V. Quigley, Director 

eileen@cleanenergytransition.net

Transitioning from Fossil Fuel to Clean Energy

www.cleanenergytransition.net
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